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Unbelief to Conviction

October 18, 2008 was one of the best days that | have experienced as a
Christian. Nearly two years ago, | met a young man named Tim Stewart during a Senior .
High Youth Bible Study. | was warned that Tim was a very strong willed atheist who loved &
to debate and argue. At this point, Tim was a high school senior, preparing to graduate
and enter a world that is generally pleased with rejecting Christianity and mocking
Christians for their "foolish faith". After visiting our youth group, Tim wrote the following
article for the Windsor Times and was also posted on various blogs and Internet Sites:

Reflections on Atheism by Tim Stewart

"For the first time in nearly four years | started going to a Christian youth group
again. A few weeks ago, my best friend, who is also a practicing Christian (with his healthy doubts of course), and
rabid conservative finally convinced me to attend his weekly youth group at the Vineyard of Faith off of Arata Lane
(that's the Lutheran church here in Windsor). He told me that the week prior they had discussed atheism and doubts
and he had promised to bring in a "specimen” of the atheist-liberal species.

Generally if you get me started on discussing theology look out, | seem to have an impulsive addiction when
it comes to arguing. Seeing as how it was my first time attending any religious function in a long time, | was naturally
quite nervous. | poured over all the information | could to help support my arguments. | found a wealth of valuable
information ranging from scientific periodicals, to Biblical history websites. | also kept reading my present favorite
book, The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins (a "god" among atheists). Overall | felt secure that the information that |
had could help me overcome these Bible-beating, dogmatic Christians. Upon entering the one room youth hovel |
became even more self-confident as | sized up the opposition: three were people | knew from school, making it easier
for me to argue, and the youth pastor seemed too benevolent to know what was in store for him that night.

It turns out | was too over-confident and fairly un-informed as to what would take place. | did not find a den of
moral and intellectual inequity that | had so many times experienced at church and watching the 700 Club, instead |
found myself in a group of loving, caring, supportive, and overall friendly people. Not the theistic bogeymen of my
past. | didn't just go to this place to get free food, although that was there, and believe me, even for an atheist
combating theism for two hours, free food is very much worth the effort. I'm sorry for digressing. For the past years |
have grown quite accustomed to a "counter-culture" you might say, of Marilyn Manson and other forms of rebellion,
but is this not the essence of our teen years? It seemed so, but now I'm growing up. | will be a legal adult in less that
half of a year and can no longer afford to be taken seriously by convicted, religious adults that | seek to debate with.

Because | wasn't in a hostile environment anymore like | was with my family or at school | felt that "counter-
culture" was out of place. | finally started to understand what a more civil debate was like. | was greeted with open
arms, and in turn felt more comfortable to speak my mind and keep it to a tolerable level that, | don't think, made
anyone uncomfortable. We were asked by the amazing youth leader Eric Allen to write down everything we thought
was a reason not to believe. Because | was the only "infidel" | had a lot more to say, and my arguments took up a
page and then some, whereas the rest of the youth maybe wrote down one or two things, or nothing at all.

Our discussion for that night was driven on mainly the things | wrote down. | was having a difficult time
keeping a straight line of thought because | had felt a little uncomfortable, but as soon as Eric and | began discussing
things | came into my own and fought for my every philosophical principal. | drew upon my knowledge of theology,
history, and personal experience | could muster to present a logical argument.

The experience left me feeling energetic and refreshed. Finally | had a positive experience with theism. Not
one where | left feeling worn out and beaten. Not an experience where | felt stupid or ignorant. I've always been used
to being put down or at least mistreated, whether it is family members or friends or anyone. No one seems to take
me seriously; | am just another crazy, wacko, atheist who just hates the world or is mad at my mommy and daddy
and wants to be a "rebel". At least, that's the impression | get from a lot of people. It's tough to be in the minority, no
doubt. | have been ridiculed to such a degree that has hardened me into a hostile, uncivil individual.

Speaking from a minority | tell you that it is amazing to be welcomed in by the out-stretched arms of your
philosophical opponents. | do not feel converted, in fact | am more solidified in my convictions, | do however feel more
lenient towards Christians when | debate with them because of the respect | have finally been shown.

To finally be respected, even though | totally differ from the group's views, is one of the greatest gifts | have
received in a very long time. | am quickly coming to the realization that respect and tolerance does work. Even though
we all disagree, most human beings have common interests, and when we learn to respect others and put aside our
differences, coming together in a spirit of solidarity is more easily facilitated.”

Continued, next page...
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Again, for nearly two years, Tim and | met at coffee shops here in Windsor, discussing a variety of things
such as: who Jesus wasl/is, Christianity, religion, evolution, science, philosophy, and God only knows several other
topics. The relationship that Tim and | built was based upon honesty, integrity, and the ability to openly discuss any-
thing without jabbing the other with hurtful remarks. | have watched the Holy Spirit slowly work on Tim. Countless
people have prayed for and watered Tim's seeds of faith in Christ. On October 18, 2008, Tim announced to me that
he had been moved to a conviction that Jesus Christ is his Savior, that he is now a follower of Jesus Christ. This final
article which follows was written just for you, our Vineyard of Faith faithful, by our newest member to the family of
faith. To walk with someone through their doubts and unbelief and to watch as the Holy Spirit moves a person from
unbelief to conviction is the most marvelous experience to be a part of. God uses us to impact his kingdom for eter-
nity. We need to be ready to spend the time to listen, build relationships, and above all, pray for the lost. Tim was
baptized on Sunday, October 26, 2008. To God alone be ALL honor and glory. - Vicar Eric
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The Lord is the everlasting God,

The Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
And His understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary,
And increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary,
And young men stumble and fall;
But those who hope in the Lord
Will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
They will run and not grow weary,
They will walk and not be faint.

Isaiah 40:28-31

When our daughter Katie ran a marathon a few years ago for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of
America, in San Diego, this Isaiah passage was with her every step of the way. She would pull the verses out
of her pocket and read them over and over, imagining the Lord running with her every grueling mile. Larry and |
would drive from one point to another to cheer her on and yell out her name for encouragement. What jubilation
we felt when we watched her cross the finish line.

These verses have always had great meaning for me as well. Whenever life gets too tough to handle, |
run to the scriptures for strength. With all the changes taking place at Vineyard of Faith, I'm doing more running
to God and His Word than ever, for there is great comfort and peace when we take our minds off our problems
and focus on the Lord.

There are times when we feel like giving up in life. When it seems just too tough to go on and we think
that maybe it's time to start over. There have been moments in life that | have felt that way and yet | know that
God has encouraged me to “finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me.” (Acts 20:24.)

How about you? What task has the Lord laid out for you to complete? This is a daunting question that
requires a great deal of thought and a great deal of prayer. I've spent much time myself thinking and praying
about this very question and for now God is saying “Be still and know that | Am God.” (Psalm 46:10.) Even
when | don’t have an answer, | can trust that the Lord does and He will show me in His perfect timing.

As Stephen Ministers we are also asked to finish what we begin and obediently care for our care
receivers. We walk along side of them as they are processing their current struggle or crisis. We listen
carefully. We are faithful and show up. We trust God to bring about the results He wants to see in our care
receivers’ lives. We do what we can do and we leave to God what only God can do. We enjoy marvelous
freedom to care for others, knowing that their ultimate well-being doesn’t depend on us, but on God.

| pray that we can also continue to run the race that God has laid out for us at Vineyard of Faith. Let us
remember it is the Lord that gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. And even though
we may stumble and fall, our hope is in the Lord. Let us unite and take the same stance, on bended knees, as
we seek the Father for help to solve our problems. Let us not forget that we are here as ambassadors of Jesus
Christ to spread the Good News of the Gospel to the lost in Windsor and to the four corners of the world.
Serving Him,

Sharie
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DIVE Team Collecting Quarters

VOF's newly-formed DIVE Team has planned a few easy service projects
for the months of November and December - simply to show the people in
our community that God loves them - no strings attached. One of the first
projects to take place will be to visit several of the laundromats in Windsor and bless people by paying for a load of
laundry for them. So the DIVE Team is asking you to help by donating quarters (or other larger cash donations) for
this project.
It's an easy way to get involved and support Vineyard of Faith in reaching out to the community!
Collection Jars will be located on the nametag table in the lobby, on the table by the mailboxes in the back of
the sanctuary, and next to the treats during Fellowship Time. We hope you will support this simple project! Ques-

tions? Contact Renee Ortiz or one of the other DIVE Team members.

By the way - you can still join the DIVE Team! Call the Church Office for meeting times!
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Austin Lefor - November 1 uPda“’e
JB;z:nD::firrty EZXE:EE: j Need to update your information for
. . the V.O.F. phone directory? Forms

Nancie Chadwick - November 5 are available in the church foyer. Just
Grace Marcheschi - November 6 drop in offering basket when
Marjorie Nunley - November 8 completed.
Kelly Brewer - November 9
Jack Allen - November 10 Shaun Brewer
Frank Carvalho - November 10 710 South Fitch Mountain Rd., APT # 209
Logan Missner - November 11 Healdsburg, CA 95448
Matt Humphrey - November 14
Teara Barnes - November 17
Patrick Ortiz, Sr. - November 23
Jeanice Holtzer - November 25
Dennis Ripple - November 27
Tanni Cordis - November 29

0 o o
ﬂnm’(/ersanes This M Ontﬁ
Gene & Diane Naber - November 11 99
Chris & Lynnette Davis - November 22
o @ Eric & Jill Allen - November 27
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Our vision is to share God'’s
grace and love with everyone
we can through innovative ex-
pressions of faith. As a Christ-
centered church family, we will
care for all people and equip
Christians for a significant life-

changing ministry.
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