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Our vision is to share God’s 

grace and love with everyone 
we can  through innovative  
expressions of faith.  As a 

Christ-centered church family, 
we will care for all people and 

equip Christians for a significant 
life-changing ministry.   
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“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens  
with the saints, and are of God's household”  - Ephesians 2:19 (NASB) 

        Bob went to church every Sunday with his family, but most of the hour in church Bob 
spent in a world by himself.  Occasionally some thoughts about God and people broke into 
that private world of his. The rest of the time, for as long as he could remember, he kept 
himself busy keeping track of the path made by a single fly across the red stained-glass robe 
of St. Mark on the window nearest the lectern on the left side of the church. 
       Bob knew that there were other people around him in the church, but he had never 
given much thought to the reason why he and they were gathered together in church.  
Perhaps you know people like Bob?  It may be people attend and go through the actions of church but never are 
really “into it.”  
       It’s true though, isn’t it, when you stop to think about it, the church is GOD’S FAMILY.  God puts us together 
with other Christians.  It’s just like a family.  Holy Scripture states that this family relationship is important.  A 
baby is always born into the family and that’s just what the baby needs.  He or she could never get along alone.  
Infant’s need others... father, mother, brothers, sisters, doctors, nurses, teachers, and many others.  God, through the 
CROSS OF JESUS, puts us into His family of the church. It is a family that needs us and also that we need.   Listen 
again to the text above: “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are FELLOW CITIZENS with 
the saints, and are of God's household” (NASB) 
       We should remember that we cannot live as Christians without other Christians.  There are no such thing as 
“individual Christians.”    Christians need each other.  They need to share in faith, worship, and ministry together.  
St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome: “I long to see you that I may impart to you some spiritual gifts to 
strengthen you, that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.” (Rom. 1:11-12).   It is 
unhealthy for a person to think he or she can live as a Christian while keeping themselves away from other 
believers in worship.  The Word of God says it this way: “Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together.” 
(Hebrews 10:25).   God made us to share with each other in WORSHIP.   The Council of Elders is starting a way to 
reach those who have not been regular in worship.  Please join them each Sunday as we sign cards to those who are 
not with us. 
       St. Paul writes, “As we have many members in one body, so we, being many, are one body in CHRIST.”   
The cement that holds us together is the faith and family of Jesus.   But our Jesus is more than cement.  Jesus is the 
LIFE of the church as He says, “I am the Vine, and you are the branches. Apart from Me you can do nothing”   
Apart from Jesus Christ there can be no life, no Church, no power.  Christians will be “powerful” only as they stay 
close to Jesus in the Word and Sacraments.  Outside the means of God’s grace there is no POWER.    It certainly, 
according to the Scripture, cannot be found in OURSELVES as the “new age” religions teach. 
       Will you stop and think about why you are in the family of Jesus?  Take a good look at Vineyard of Faith and 
the special qualities of our church family. Who is missing from worship? Who is facing harsh trials right now? 
Who needs your help and encouragement? Please examine what the Word of the Lord has said to you in the above 
quoted passages.   Look into your heart and do more than Bob, who looked at the fly on the stained glass window, 
by being IN THE WORD.   You need to be with fellow believers and think about this Scripture: “Let the Word of 
Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”  (Colossians 3:16).   My friend, I am happy 
you are in the Vineyard of Faith Lutheran family and urge you to celebrate the diversity of people and gifts the 
Lord has given to this family. 
       God bless you richly, 

  Ted C. Mueller, Transition Pastor 
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A Note Of Praise 
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Date Greeters Ushers Acolytes Prayer   
Partners 

Communion     
Assistants 

March 1st Denise Sanders Alan Westergard Madeline Ortiz Barbara Killean  David Anderson 

    Bob Lefor Julie McLaughlin Delores Hampton Pat Heagerty 

    Gerald Schallon  Steve Humphrey Larry Lefor 

        Steve Missner   

 
 
 
 
 


March 8th Linda Bracey John Young Simone Barnard Margie Nunley   

    Dennis Ripple Crystal Benz Sharie Lefor  

    Dana Finger  Larry Lefor  

        Steve Humphrey   

 
 
 
 
 


March 15th Cathy Ripple David Anderson Nicholas Bodtker Angel Frische Dennis Ripple 

  Dorthy Adkins Jane Anderson Jackson Barnard Delores Hampton John Young 

    Pat Heagerty  Steve Humphrey Bill Gillette 

        Steve Missner   

 
 
 
 
 


March 22nd Jeanette Amavisca Alan Westergard Hailie Rogers Margie Nunley   

    Bob Lefor Maisie Rogers Sharie Lefor  

    Gerald Schallon  Larry Lefor  

        Steve Missner   

 
 
 
 
 


March 29th Denise Sanders John Young Scott McLaughlin Delores Hampton   

    Dennis Ripple Casey McLaughlin Sharie Lefor  
    Dana Finger  Larry Lefor  

        Steve Humphrey   
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Shirley Carvalho   - March  1 

Julie McLaughlin   - March  3 

Ashley Bott   - March 12 

Lawrence Brandt   - March 14 

Angel Frische   - March 14 

Cheryl Hegg   - March 14 

Buddy Brown   - March 20 

Katie (Lefor) DeDominicis  - March 20 

Maisie Rogers   - March 21 

Michael Rogers   - March 21 

Alan Westergard   - March 24 

Betty Barnett   - March 25 

Terry Barnes   - March 27 

Karen Brown   - March 29 

Shannon Rogers   - March 29 

Lestena Bee   - March 30 

 
 
Bill & Valerie Williams   - March 16 
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Need to update your information for the 
V.O.F. phone directory?  Forms are 
available in the church foyer.  Just drop 
in the offering basket when completed.  
 
 

MST Chairman: Dave Anderson 
davidanderson10@comcast.net 

 



Christine Bowen, new e-mail address: 
bowenchristine46@yahoo.com 
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Pasta Feed and Silent Auction Fundraiser 
  
 On March 1st from 4:00 - 7:00 PM, we will have a Pasta Feed and Silent    
Auction to raise money for scholarships for the 2009 Women’s Retreat.   Adult tickets 
are $ 8.00 and kids’ tickets are $4.00 - and you get pasta, your choice of sauce, salad, 
bread and a drink. What a deal!  You can even invite friends and co workers to enjoy 
this event!  Speaking of deals, don’t forget to check out the Silent Auction items!  
Please see Dana Finger for more information or to purchase tickets.   

 

Family Lenten Potlucks and Services 
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DIVE Team Needs Your Help! 

 We are currently collecting items for the homeless to be packaged together in zip 
lock bags.  These will be made available to everyone to keep in their cars… and be ready to 
hand out as God leads.   Could you contribute items for this outreach?  Please bring them to 
church anytime from now through March 21 when we will be assembling the bags.  You are 
more than welcome to come help put them together as well. 
 Bring any new items that you think would be a blessing to a homeless person—that 
would fit in these small giveaway bags…  men’s socks, mittens, toothbrush, mints, energy 
bar, juice box, hand sanitizer, deodorant, …etc


 

 

Special Guest Speaker on Wednesday, March 25th 
  

 Aaron Abramson from Jews for Jesus will be giving a Christ in the Passover  
presentation during the Lenten Service.  He will show us what constitutes a traditional Seder  
meal and its Christological significance.  If you want to help provide some of the items for  
this presentation, you can check out the mini-poster on the bulletin board (in the Ministry  
Center) and sign up for that item. 
 

 
 

           2009 13th Annual Women’s Retreat 

� ������������	
�	��
����������	�����  
Guest Speaker: Sheena Fleener - Renewing Your Spirituality, Based on Personality  
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���"#����$�%!&'�%!� Cost: $ 128.00 for the full weekend 
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