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NEED TO CONTACT THE STAFF ?

Church Office: (707) 837 -8712

Lonnie Felcher
Pastor Intern
-ext. 201
- pastorlonnie@vof.org

Rev. Ted Mueller
Supervising Pastor
- ext. 202
- pastorted@vof.org

Ken Corriea
Music Director
- ext. 203

- kcorriea@vof.org

Angel Frische
Administrative Assistant

- ext. 200
- office@vof.org

Sharie Lefor

Stephen Ministry Coordinator

shariel@juno.com

Living In Christ ~ Sharing His Love The

Vine

Vision Statement

OQur vision is to
love with everyone we can through in-
novative expressions of faith. As a
Christ-centered church family, we will

shar

care for all people and equip Christians

for a significant life-changing ministry.

Ministry Support Team

Dave Anderson: Chairman, Fellowship
Jeanice Holtzer: Treasurer, Worship
Ken Corriea: Music & Drama Ministry
Barbara Killean: Secretary, Fellowship
Dan Frische: Property

Larry Lefor: Worship Ministry

Renee Ortiz: Youth Ministry

Delores Hampton: Vice -Chair, Evangelism

Open: Stewardship

(Volunteer)

ol am the vine, you are the branches
He who abides in Me, and | in him,
bears much fruit.. . 6
- John 15:5
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What about...the Gospel

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. The following is from a pamphlet that
has been prepared by the LC-MS to show you how much we need the Gospel, why it is such
good news, how we receive it and how we respond to it. The pamphlet is part of a series that
are available in the Church Foyer/Narthex. Feel free to take one home-and share it with another!
Why do we need the Gospel?

We cannot really understand how good the message of the Gospel is until we understand
how bad our situation is without it. We are poor miserable sinners. We sin daily and deserve
nothing but God's wrath and punishment.

Without Jesus Christ, our situation would be totally hopeless. The Scriptures describe human
beings as dead in trespasses and sin. Without the mercy and cleansing of God through the blood of Jesus Christ, there
awaits for us only everlasting punishment in hell. Thus, we need the Gospeld desperately!

What is the Gospel?

The word "gospel" is a translation of a Greek word that means, "an announcement of good news."
The Gospel is the good news that God the Holy Trinity decided not to abandon humanity when
Adam and Eve first fell into sin. God decided then and there that sin and death would not have the
last word. He promised to send a Savior.

When the time was right, God sent His Son into our world to be born of the Virgin Mary. Our Lord
Jesus Christ lived a perfect life for us. On the cross, he received the penalty and punishment for the
sins of the whole world, offering Himself as the perfect sacrifice for sin. Jesus rose from the dead,
victorious over our ancient enemies: sin, death and the devil.

Therefore, each Christian is able with great joy and confidence to declare before the whole world:
"My Lord Jesus Christ has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy,
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death."

What glorious good news! The one, true eternal and all-powerful God came into our world to live, suffer, die and rise
again for us. We, who are unholy and unrighteous, receive the forgiveness of all our sins and thus receive the perfect
holiness and righteousness of Christ our Saviord as a free giftd purely because of His love for us. That is good news!
That is the Gospel!

How do we receive this great salvation in our lives today?

How do we personally receive the forgiveness Christ won for the entire world? How does what happened on the cross
nearly 2,000 years ago flow into our lives today?

Here too there is very good news. God, through His Gospel, offers us forgiveness and help against sin in more than
one way. God is surpassingly rich in His grace. He gives His Gospel to us through His Word, through Baptism, through
the Sacrament of the Altar, and through confession and absolution. These are the ways God enters our lives today to
apply to us personally the great salvation Christ won for the world.

The Holy Spirit works through the Word of the Gospel to create and sustain faith in our heart that Christ is the Savior of
the world, and thus our Savior too. The Bible is the Word of God, written down for our learning and edification. The
Scriptures are filled with the Good News of Jesus Christ and all that He has done for us. Through the

almighty, Spirit-filled Word, God gathers us into His church, which is truly the mother that begets and

bears every Christian through the Word of God. The Holy Spirit is present, effective and active through .D.ﬂpTlZ.ED

the Word when it is proclaimed, heard and meditated upon.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is water included in God's command and combined with God's Word;

or as St. Paul says in Holy Scripture, "The washing of water with the word." Through Baptism, we are

made partakers of Christ's death and resurrection. Therefore, we know that Baptism works forgiveness

of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal life to all who believe. Since Baptism is con- ;| .2 name

nected to the Word and promise of God, it is truly a life-giving water, rich in graced a washing of the

new birth in the Holy SpiFr)it. ’ e ’ ° U-I:T-I-I-E L[]-RD
Christ has provided a special application of the Gospel through confession and absolution. Confession

Continued, next page
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What about...the Gospel , continued

is admitting our sins to God and receiving His forgiveness from our pastor, as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly
believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. Thus, by divine ordinance, Christ Himself has entrusted
absolution to his Christian church and commanded us to absolve one another from sins.

The Lord's Supper is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine,
instituted by Christ Himself, for us Christians to eat and to drink. In the Lord's Supper, Christ's body
and blood are given to us as our treasure and gift which sustains our faith and life in Him. If you are
heavy-laden and feel your weakness, go joyfully to the sacrament and receive refreshment, comfort,
and strength.

Those who want to be forgiven by God and who want to enjoy His presence in their lives, hunger
and thirst for the Word and Sacraments. With the psalmist we say, "My soul thirsts for God, for the
living God. When can | go and meet with God?" God has provided the means to receive Him. So,
Christians hunger and thirst for God's Word, absolution, the Sacrament, etc. We have the certainty that God meets us
and gives us what we need in His means of grace. The forgiveness Christ won for the world on the cross is applied to us
personally by God through His Word and Sacraments. What a joy for us to know that where there is forgiveness of sins,
there is also life and salvation.

Thus, we believe that we cannot, by our own reason or strength, believe in Jesus Christ our Lord, or come to him; but
the Holy Spirit calls us by the Gospel, enlightens us with His gifts, sanctifies and keeps us in the true faith. In the same
way, he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in
the one true faith. In this Christian church he daily and richly forgives all of our sins, and the sins of all believers.

How does God cause us to respond to His Gospel?

We love God, because He first loved us. Our Lord is at work in us both to will and to do what is pleasing to Him. Chris-
tians look to the Ten Commandments to know what is pleasing to God and wish to serve Him in gratitude for the great
salvation that is theirs in Christ.

From the Word of God we learn that God wants us to put Him first, above any other person or thing, to respect His
name and not misuse it, to hear and obey His Word. Children are to honor and obey their parents and others in authority.
We are to look out for the welfare of others, doing nothing to hurt or harm our neighbor. We are to live sexually pure and
decent lives, with husbands and wives loving and honoring each another. In looking out for our neighbor's welfare and
helping him to improve and protect his property and business, we are also to take care not to lie about our neighbor, but
to help, support and defend him in every need, and, finally, we are to be content with what we have been given, and not
want what is not ours.

What a joyful privilege we have to serve God and others! He gives us the opportunity to bear witness to our faith
through both our words and our deeds.

How is the Gospel obscured? N 4

The Gospel is obscured by well-intentioned people who want to encourage a life of good works, and »
end up making Christians think that it is by their works that they are saved. This is a great danger.

Through His Word and Sacraments, Jesus is constantly working in our lives to forgive our sins and

strengthen our relationship with God. God always receives the credit for our salvation. He is the one

working in us. This is not something we can do. Our good works are the result of God's love in our hearts "
and lives. Our good works in this life do not save us, only Christ saves us. Works serve our neighbor and ; -
show to the world that we are grateful for God's mercy in our lives.

Another way the Gospel can be obscured is when too much emphasis is put on an emotional response to the Gospel.
Some Christians believe that unless they have some sort of ecstatic, charismatic experience, or feel some sort of
"spiritual high," they are not really Christians. It is truly sad that some people look into their own hearts for the security
that they are children of God, instead of putting their hope and trust in the objective work of Christ for them, and in the
means God uses to come to themd His Word and Sacraments.

If we find ourselves beginning to ask, "Am | doing enough?" or thinking, "It doesn't matter what | do, for God will forgive
me anyway," then we are at risk of losing Christ and His forgiveness. We look always to Jesus and put our hope and
trust in Him. He is our Savior. And, that's good news!

All blessing, honor, thanks and praise to Father, Son and Spirit, the God who saved us by His grace. All glory to His
merit! O Triune God in heaven above, you have revealed your saving love. Your blessed name we hallow.
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From Pastor Lonni eo0s

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord Jesus the Christ,
As | reflect on our short time together at Vineyard of Faith |

candét help but smile because of u a
mission statement tells the world that we are a family ministry of the
Lutheran Churchd Missouri Synod. And you have proven that over
and over again as you strive to i st
|l 6m referring to the way you ha ur
youdve taken Sunday school and = n ¢
t hem. Unli ke Jesusd6 disciples in the Gopg k,
chosen to not hinder the little children from approaching Jesus as you welcome them
into worship. Jesus rebuked His disciples for hindering the children from approaching Him. Jesus said to His
disciples,iLet the Il ittle children come to me, and do not hi
as theEseyodi dndt get it, but praise be to God, you dol!
Our vision statement tells the world thatey share
we can through innovative expressions of faith. Again | must smile because | see you walk- y
ing this talk as well. As | observe the way you all take things like car shows, and trick-or-treat
and turn them into means of reaching other he n
thrilled. One of my dearest Seminary Prof oul d
part of the culture for Jesusd6 sake. o Bei atiwv

new ground, stepping out of our comfort zones, which can be a little scary, but rather than
being  deterred by these things, you seem to be energized by the possibilities of reaching
others with Jesus. Way to Go!

As a ficCchnrtiesrted church familyodo it is my prayer that
Christians (ourselves and ot hohanging minigries Gedhaspahnéd farthig et her
Church family.

Your servant in Christ,
Lonnie Felcher P.I.

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked
them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. | tell you the truth, anyone
who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." And he took the children
in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. - Mark 10:13 -16 (NIV)

COOOOCOCOOOCOOOOOO
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'\ Not What You Expected

ﬂ OFor my thoughts are not your thou
w ways, 06 declares the Lord. As t he
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts

than your t hisaiahgoh:8 s9. 6

Jesusd® bewil dered disciples wat
Master they had followed, loved, and trusted for three years willingly walked into a
situation where He was lied about, tortured, and hammered onto a cross to die. It was
horrifying. Mi nd boggling. I't simply couldnoét be righ
was God, yet there He hung, dying in agony!
This was not at all what they were expecting from Him.
This was not at all what they wanted.
This was not at all what they hoped for.
But it was what they needed. Their hope for eternal life depended upon it.
Is there something in your life right now that is not what you were expecting from God?
Not what you wanted, or hoped for at all?
Do you think God can produce eternal good through it anyway -no matter how awful it is?
He has a very good track record with that sort of thing, you know.
(Excerpt from Life Is Like Licking Honey Off A Thorn, by Susan Lenzkes )

®

Jesus replied, 0The hour has come for the Son of Ma
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies,
it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life
in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where | am, my
servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

ONow my heart is troubled, and what shall | say? 6
was for this very reason | came to this hour. Fat her ,
Then a voice came from heaven, 0l have glJdmi22Be8 it, ar

You were not expecting to be hospitalized

You were not expecting to be out of a job.

You were not expecting the loss of a loved one.

You were not expecting to be separated or divorced.

You were not expecting your teenager to be picked up by the police.

Whatever your crisis, Stephen Ministers are here to come along side of you.
We will pray with you that God will produce eternal good through it. We will walk
along side of you until you are able to walk alone.

Stephen Ministry is confidential ministry: those receiving care can be sure that their identity and
what goes on in the caring relationship will remain private. As the bible says, 0Bear one anothero
burdens and so ful fil |-Gaktlars6:2.aw of Chri st . 6

Serving Him, Sharie
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Good and Faithful Servants

October 2009 Volunteer Schedule

Date Greeters Ushers Acolytes Prayer Partners Communlon
Assistants
October 4  |Jeannette Amavisca John Young Madeline Ortiz Barbara Killean David Anderson
Rheanna Amavisca| Dennis Ripple Julie McLaughlin Delores Hampton Nancy Chadwick
Dana Finger Steve Missner
Larry Lefor
October 11 Denise Sanders Dave Anderson Simone Barnard Jeanice Holtzer No Communion
Joyce Wycoff Jane Anderson | Jackson Barnard Cyndi Rogan
Pat Heagerty Rick Rogan
Steve Humphrey
October 18 Linda Bracey Alan Westergard | Adam Amavisca Angel Frische Dennis Ripple
Val Holbrook Bob Lefor Nancy Chadwick Cathy Ripple
Gerald Schallon Steve Missner
Larry Lefor
October 25 Cathy Ripple John Young Casey McLaughlin Delores Hampton No Communion
Dorthy Adkins Dennis Ripple Scott McLaughlin Jeanice Holtzer
Dana Finger Larry Lefor
Steve Missner

Help Me God TRANSFORMATION dgfultoony i e

/WELL, MY MIND TRANSFORMATION
EXPERIMENT IS A TOTAL FAILURE
WHAT CAN | DO NOW, IGOR?

WHY DONT YOU

TrY READING
IT, MASTER ?

Please help me, God,
Accept, not judge
Nor criticize my friends.

2007 NMichacl . Waters

Help me show them love,
Like You show me,
And forgiveness without end.
Help me not to cast a stone,
But to look within myself,

And every time | seek to fault . . .

www . joyfultoons.com

Set that stone upon a shelf.

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will

(from Keep Hope in Your Heart by Salesian Inspirational Books) D able to test and approve what God's will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will. — Romans 12:2 aw

- Sharon Fuqua
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Jonathan Rogan - October 4 Vickie Larrow - October 17
James Brouse - October 7 Rick Rogan - October 23
Bill Gillette - October 11 Larry Doherty - October 26
Leonard Davis - October 12 Jackson Barnard - October 28
Carolyn Glanton - October 12 Simone Barnard - October 28
Shaun Brewer - October 14 Christopher Hemenway - October 29
Jeff Barnes - October 15 Susan Brouse - October 30
Annie Frische - October 16 Brian Hampton - October 30
Matthew Hoesly - October 16 John Wycoff - October 30

fInniversary)

’Hcr\,),)(

S Rick & Cyndi Rogan - October 1 - 9
Jack & Marjorie Allen - October 5
/-W Frank & Shirley Carvalho - October 23
% John & Marilyn Young - October 26
Church Directory Updates
Pastor Lonnie & Tanna Felcher James & Kathryn Marko
P. O. Box 1204 2007 Lonestar Court
Windsor, CA 95492 Santa Rosa, CA 94907

(707) 570-7736

Shirley Schallon
shirlgirl7@sbcglobal.net
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MST Minutes

The following are hi -lights of the MST meeting dated 8.26.09.
Please Note: The MST news is dependent upon the timing of the meeting and when the Vine
newsletter will go to print...As a result you are receiving the hi -lights of the August MST meeting.
We will make every effort to include the current month hi -lights as meetings allow, and remember,
the recorded minutes are always available in binders in the Church Foyer for your review.

Your Servants in Christ, the MST

Page 9

Meeting
The meeting was opened with prayer and devotion from Pastor Lonnie Felcher.
Reading of the prior monthds Minutes were approved.
The Treasurerds report was presented.
The Past or 6Butuie toadgpantry:for the Congregation
Policy and Procedure development
Thanksgiving Eve Service is scheduled for Wednesday November 24 th at 7 pm
Visitor cards
Musi c Dir ect or OPseseRtatipnoof CGhristmas program December 13 t
Sunday Announcements theme
Chairmands @fficeupgrade update

VOF Video

Budget Tracking for Ministries
Youth Ministry Report: Vacation Bible Study

Sunday School update

Properties Ministry: Assessment & priority list discussed regarding future projects\improvements
Evangelism Ministry: Discussion regarding the Monthly Prayer Vigil and ideas for this ministry
Worship Ministry: Discussion for Prayer Partner coverage at the Sunday Service
Old Business Reported On: Background check, Safechurch.com discussion of review and policy

The Church Directory is in process
Check on the status of the folding machine
Setting policy for purchase of materials, small groups
New Business: Set date for the MST Retreat
Set date for the VOF golf tournament
Set date for the menf6s retreat
MST Term limits
MST meeting dates
The meeting was closed with a prayer.

DD DB D B DD DD D D b D D D D b D D b D 55 D b b D b D

&b
%Z))Z Financial Report %Z))Z
¥ Checking Account ¥
$ Budget Needs Deposits Payables Difference < Shortfall> $
b b
é@f August 2009: $16,250.00 $13,870.00 $13,480.92 $389.08 éi))/:
$ (5 Sundays) $
b b
7 Year To Date: $ 32,500.00 $25,661.21 <$-6, 838.79 > $
$ (7/1/09 -8/31/09) (Offerings designated General Fund only) $
b b

BSESPEFEBPEPPIEB3E53352333583
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Jr. & Sr. High Beach Trip




