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September Events  
 

September 8th, 7:00 PM -9:00 PM 

Godõs Iron Men Bible Study 

Starting new Book study of Genesis  
 

September 9th, 7:00 PM -9:00 PM 

D.I.V.E. Team meeting/ Bible Study  

Starting new Book, ò The Contagious Christianó 
 

September 10th, 9:30 AM -11:30 AM  

Just AS I Am Ladies Bible Study  

Starting new Book, òA Perfect Messó 
  

September 14th, 7:00 PM -9:00 PM 

Great Expectations Ladies Bible Study  

Starting new Book, òA Perfect Messó 
 

 

Forward Service Requested   



Living In Christ ~ Sharing His Love 

  

Vision Statement  
Our vision is to share Godôs grace and 

love with everyone we can  through in-

novative expressions of faith.  As a 

Christ-centered church family, we will 

care for all people and equip Christians 

for a significant life-changing ministry.   

òI am the vine, you are the branches .  

He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit.. .ó 

- John 15:5    
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NN EEDEED   TOTO   CCONTACTONTACT   THETHE   SSTAFFTAFF ??  

Church Office: (707) 837 -8712 

 
  

Lonnie Felcher  

Pastor Intern  

-ext. 201 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Ted Mueller  

-Supervising Pastor  

-ext. 202 

-pastorted@vof.org 

 

 

 

 Ken Corriea  

- Music Director  

   -ext. 203 

- kcorriea@vof.org 

 

 

 

Angel Frische  

- Administrative Assistant  

-ext. 200  

office@vof.org 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Sharie Lefor  

Stephen Ministry Coordinator (Volunteer)  

shariel@juno.com 

Ministry Support Team  

 Dave Anderson: Chairman, Fellowship     
     

 Jeanice Holtzer: Treasurer, Worship  
      

 Ken Corriea: Music & Drama Ministry   
 

 Barbara Killean: Secretary, Fellowship  
 

 Dan Frische: Property     
 

 Larry Lefor: Worship Ministry  
 

 Renee Ortiz: Youth Ministry      
 

 Delores Hampton: Vice -Chair, Evangelism  
 

 Open: Stewardship  
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ñBless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy name!  

 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits...ò Psalms 103:1-2 (RSV) 
 

          Most of the year, our  yard is alive with birds.  I love to fill our six bird feeders in both 

the front and back yards of our home. Recently there have been hundreds of little finches 

eating thistle seed from the hanging socks and, oh joy, the humming birds are flying about 

in great numbers.  This past week I had a migrating flock of chickadees.  

          When Jesus talked about the lilies of the field and the birds of the air, we think of 

them leading a special life.  They have no worries, no cares. God provides for them.  They 

just eat, sing, fly, play and live as though there are no problems in the world. 

          Sparrows had so little value in biblical times that they were sold two for a penny.  

Their lives still arenôt worth very much.  A sudden cold snap in the Mid-west or East coast 

and winter freezes them by the thousands.  Even in summer, theyôre constantly searching 

for food.  They never have much time to watch the sunset or smell the roses. 

          But then, if I had to eat my weight in seeds ï or bugs ï every day, I probably 

wouldnôt have much free time either. If I had to find 190 pounds of food a day, Iôd probably 

flap around even more frantically than the average sparrow. 

          Birds work a lot harder for their daily bread than we do. 

          Plants canôt chase food the way birds do.  But that doesnôt make their life any easier.  One day, I forgot to 

water our hanging baskets.  One day a small fuchsia was a fountain of bright red and pink flowers; the next day, it 

was a withered corpse. 

          And Jesus knew that.  He acknowledged that plants could blossom one day and burn the next. 

          Birds and plants donôt necessarily have a life to be envied. 

          They have one advantage over us, though. Theyôre never tempted to think that they achieved their survival 

by their own efforts.  We are.  And I suspect thatôs the real point of Jesusô little talk in Matthew, chapter 6, to his 

people. 

          The more we struggle to provide for ourselves, the more we take the credit for it.  ñWhat shall we eat?ò   We 

ask, and think that by making a choice, we somehow created the food.  ñWhat shall we wear?ò we ask, and think 

we are somehow responsible for those clothes. 

          In fact, we are simply at the end of a long chain of Godôs work that started with His creating a fertile planet 

overflowing with life. 

          Like the sparrows and lilies, we are dependent on God.  Everything we have comes from God, as an act of 

His grace.   The Bible says in Psalm 145:15-16 ñThe eyes of all look to thee, and thou givest them their food 

in due season. 16 Thou openest thy hand, thou satisfiest the desire of every living thing.ò RSV 

          The sparrows and the lilies accept that grace, unthinkingly.  We too should learn to accept it, with genuine 

thanksgiving.  

          God provides for us; thanks be to God.   Our text puts it well: ñBless the LORD, O 

my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy name!  Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits, . .ò RSV 

          Will you please think about the HAND of GOD opening and pouring blessing up you!  

Blessings abound in all our lives each and every day.  Will you please see the HAND of 

GOD providing a new pastor, Lonnie Felcher, for Vineyard of Faith Lutheran Church.   I can 

say I find him a true joy to work with.   All praise and thanks to our heavenly Father. 
 

 In the Love of Jesus, 
 

 Ted C. Mueller, Transition Pastor 
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Give Thanks  
Never by our own efforts  
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From Pastor Lonnieõs Desk... 
Godôs blessings in the name of our Risen Lord Jesus the Christ. 

  

 Brothers and Sisters in Christ, it is with great joy and anticipation that I write to 

all of you today.  I believe God is moving mightily in this place 

through the many disciples he has called to reach out to the 

community of Windsor and beyond.  With school already in full 

swing, hopefully the dust is settling a bit and routines are 

becoming familiar.  It is my prayer that, as part of your routine, 

you find time for daily Bible reading and prayer.  I also pray 

that you will build into your routine time for Sunday School and 

perhaps a small group Bible study.   Sunday School officially 

begins September 13th at 11:15 AM.     

  Also, for those of you with Junior High students, Confirmation 

Classes begin September 16th.  Please contact myself or Renee Ortiz for details. 

 Additionally, please keep the youth group in your prayers as we work to build the leadership team and 

infrastructure of the Youth Program here at Vineyard of Faith.  If you have young people in your family or 

neighborhood, please let them know that they are invited-and then please bring them-to join us as we enjoy life 

in Christ and His Word.  The High School group, Soulfire, meets every Monday from 7 PM-

9 PM; and the Junior high group, S.W.A.T., will meet on Wednesdays.  In addition to our 

weekly gatherings around Godôs Word, we will be planning monthly outings and service 

activities; the first of which was a day at Doran Beach, where we spent an hour doing 

beach clean-up followed by hours of fun in the sun and an evening campfire. 

 As god works through His people to snatch souls from the claws of the enemy, the 

enemy will strike at Godôs Church in any way he can.    So please be in Godôs Word and on 

your knees in prayer.  Against the Gospel the enemy has no defense. 

 ñSo I exhort the elders among us, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of 

God that is among us, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have 

you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being 

examples to the flock.  And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 

glory.  Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.  Clothe 

yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ñGod opposes 

the proud but gives grace to the humble.ò  Humble yourselves, therefore, 

under the might hand of God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, 

casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.  Be sober -

minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 

lion, seeking someone to devour.  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 

that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by our brotherhood 

throughout the world.  And after you have suffered a little while, the God of 

all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ,  

will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.  To him be the dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.ò - 1Peter 5 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Lonnie Felcher, P.I. 
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ñBut the time is comingðindeed itôs here nowðwhen true wor-

shipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father 

is looking for those who will worship Him that way.ò -John4:23 (NLT) 

 

 Thereôs a story about a man who decided to brush his teeth just once a week.  I 

know that sounds really disgusting, but let me explain.  He had heard that dentists recom-

mended brushing three times a day for about three minutes each time.  He reasoned that 

three times per day times three minutes each time would be nine minutes per day.  Multi-

ply that by seven days and he would be brushing sixty-three minutes each week.  So, he 

thought that if he brushed just once a week for about an hour, he would accomplish the 

same thing. 

 

 He made the decision that each Sunday morning he would brush his teeth for an 

hour.  He tried it the very next Sunday and quickly realized that there were certain issues 

he had not considered.  The plaque that builds up on the teeth is much more easily re-

moved with regular, three-times-per-day brushing than by trying to remove and entire 

weekôs worth of buildup at once.  Additionally, the man had not considered how sore his 

gums would be after a full hour of brushing.  He had brushed for only twenty minutes 

when his raw and bleeding gums forced him to stop.  Further, he also had not given 

much thought to what his breath would smell like if he hadnôt brushed his teeth in several 

days.  He noticed that people seemed to keep their distance from him.  After just one 

attempt, he realized the idea was simply not going to work. 

 

 I know personally that I have attempted this type of process in worship.  You know, where we ignore God 

for six days and then go to church to ñworshipò on Sunday morning.  That whole worldly mindset which is built up 

over an entire week of avoiding the Lord will not likely be removed in one hour on Sunday.  When you think about 

it, not exercising our spiritual muscles on our own during the week can hinder worship, come Sunday.  Because of 

this, sometimes we find ourselves leaving on Sundays just as hungry as we came in. 

 

 A gentleman once said, ñIf thereôs been no song in your heart for 6 days, there wonôt be one on the        

seventh.ò  Itôs kind of like brushing your teeth once a week. 

 

 I believe that itôs very important that we come together on Sundays, and I thank  

God that we have the freedom to do so.   Congregational  worship and the leading of  

our Pastor(s) is vital to each and every one of us.  But in Johnôs passage above, I believe  

that our Lord is not as much interested in our coming in on Sunday morning and singing  

wonderful songs and saying nice words as He is looking for a people whose lives reflect  

worship in all they say and do, everyday. 

 

 So, as you consider the health of your teeth, please also consider the health of  

your relationship with God the Father! 

 

ñPraise God from whom all blessings flow!ò 

 

Blessings, 

Ken Corriea 

A Note of Praise :  
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 There lived a young ruler who was suddenly propelled into national 

leadership when his father died.  It wasnõt that he was taken off guard.  His 

dad had often said, òSomeday this task will be yours.  Youõll carry the future 

well -being of our nation on your shoulders.  Iõll do the best I can to get you 

ready, but when the day comes, the ball will be in your court.ó 

 His new responsibilities presented him with several difficult decisions.  For starters, how would he 

unify the nation now that his father was gone?  Troublemakers and opportunists would see the former rulerõs 

death as an excuse to create dissension.  What could he do to get ready for these new burdens?  

 One great resource the young leader had was a strong confidence in the living God.  He decided to get 

away for a few days to a favorite hideaway for prayer and meditation.  

 As he turned off the highway and drove up the tree -lined entry, he thought, òItõs good to be here.ó 

 After he settled in, he took a walk along some of his favorite pathways, immersing himself in the 

beauty and solitude of everything around him.  He was reminded of how much heõd hungered for time alone 

with God.  òLord, I need this time with you,ó he prayed, òtime to open my heart to you, time for you to refresh 

and renew me, time to let you strengthen and counsel me.  Lord, how much I need your peace and presence.ó 

 After dinner the young ruler went to his room.  As he unwound, a sense of personal peace and physical 

comfort overtook him.  He fell asleep.  He dreamed.  The Lord appeared before him in his awesome splendor.  

The sense of his presence made the young ruler tremble.  

 His Lord spoke:  òI know your desire to honor me and serve the people you lead.  Now ask for what-

ever you want me to give to you.ó 

 Ask for whatever he wanted? The young ruler was not prepared to answer such a question.  All sorts of 

thoughts flashed through his mind.  The most powerful country on earth?  Riches beyond measure:  gold, sil-

ver, precious jewels?  Power to control men, yes, even to do miracles?  Long life with perfect health?  

 But these first thoughts were swept aside as another one overpowered them.  An inner, persistent 

voice called out, òWisdom to be an effective leader of your nation.ó  Wisdom?  But he already had a good mind.  

Lots of people had told him that he was a man of wisdom.  And in these early months of ruling, heõs demon-

strated that he had what it took.  

 Still . . . his job required much discernment when people came to him with complex issues.  Even with 

the keen mind and insight he possessed, he often felt the pressure of decisions that had to be made.  

 Finally, the young ruler responded, òLord, youõve thrust me into this demanding place.  But Iõm only a 

young manñsometimes I feel like a child.  At times I feel overwhelmed and scared to make decisions that  

   affect so many people.  The responsibility for this nation is crushing.  

    So hereõs my request:  Give your servant a listening heart to provide wise, 

   effective leadership.  Yes, a listening heart.   I need a God-given capacity to hear with 

   the heart, to be able to separate right from wrong, to be able to make accurate  

   decisions.  Thatõs it, dear Lord.  This is what I want most of allñthe supernatural  

   ability to listen from the heart.ó 

    The Lord smiled.    

    He was glad that the young ruler had chosen something infinitely more valu-

able than long life, wealth, or international supremacy.  He spoke, òI will grant what you have asked.  I will 

give you a wise and listening heart.  There will never be another man like you.  No person will ever be as com-

petent to hear with the inner ear.  Listen and you will be a wise and just leader.ó 

 

 Continued , next page 

   Do You Have A Listening Heart?  
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Good and Faithful Servants 

September 2009 Volunteer Schedule  

Date Greeters Ushers Acolytes Prayer Partners 
Communion    
 Assistants 

September 6 Jeannette Amavisca Alan Westergard Madeline Ortiz Barbara Killean John Young 

   Rheanna Amavisca Bob Lefor Julie McLaughlin Nancy Chadwick Dennis Ripple 

    Gerald Schallon  Steve Missner  

        Rick Rogan  

September 13 Denise Sanders John Young Simone Barnard Jeanice Holtzer No Communion 

  Joyce Wycoff Dennis Ripple Jackson Barnard Sharie Lefor  

   Dana Finger  Larry Lefor  

        Steve Humphrey   

September 20 Linda Bracey Dave Anderson Adam Amavisca Angel Frische Bob Lefor 

 Val Holbrook Jane Anderson  Delores Hampton Rob Cordis 

   Pat Heagerty  Steve Missner  

        Rick Rogan   

September 27 Cathy Ripple Alan Westergard Casey McLaughlin Cyndi Rogan  No Communion 

 Dorthy Adkins Bob Lefor Scott McLaughlin Sharie Lefor  

   Gerald Schallon  Larry Lefor  

        Steve Humphrey   

 Then the young leader awoke.  

Did you recognize the young leader Iõve been describing?  I drew this story from the biblical account of King 

Solomonõs early years as king of Israel.  Did you know that Solomonõs famous request was to be a skilled lis-

tener?  Most translations use the words understanding or discerning, but the Hebrew word literally means 

òhearing.ó  Solomon recognized that to be an effective leader, he needed to be an effective listener.  (Taken 

from Dr. Norm Wakefieldõs book, Between Words, The Art of Perceptive Listening. ) 

 God listened to people in the Bible, and He also listens to you and me.  He hears us when we struggle 

and cry out to Him.  He hears our prayers, our thanksgiving, our praise, our supplications, and our laments.  

Through His prophet Isaiah God said, òBefore they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I 

will hearó (Isaiah 65:24).  (Adapted from the Art of Listening ð Stephen Ministry Module).  

 As Stephen Ministers, we too are taught by our Lord to òlisten with our hearts.ó  And the wonderful 

surprise is that God works through our caring listening like a soothing salve works on a wound, bringing 

about healing, deeper self -understanding, and the abundant life that Jesus promised.  We give all the praise 

and glory to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 If you are struggling or in crisis and need a Stephen Minister to come along side of you, please call me 

at 887-1301 and I will connect you to someone who is willing to listen.    

Serving Him, Sharie  

Listening Heart, continued...  



Don & Prisca Waltenspiel    - September  6 

Barbara & John Kirvan     - September 10 

Rev. Doug & Mary Williams  - September 10 

Ron & Kathi Johnson     - September 18 

Gary & Dana Finger     - September 26 

Jeff & Denise Sanders     - September 26 
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Eric Allen  - September  1 

Taylor Dick  - September  3 

Gene Naber  - September  3 

George Brown  - September  5 

Robert Hanna  - September  5 

Peggy Decker  - September  6 

Jonah Ortiz  - September  7 

Jane Glanton  - September  8 

Rachel Hall  - September  9 

Ron Johnson  - September 12 

Matt Lefor  - September 12 

Rick Phrampus  - September 13 

Mike Baeyens  - September 15 

Amber Hayes  - September 16 

Landon Wagner  - September 16 

Heather Clay  - September 19 

Andrew Hoesly  - September 19 

Valerie Williams   - September 19 

Alaura Finger  - September 20 

Madeline Ortiz  - September 20 

Larry Barnes  - September 21 

Kathryn Marko  - September 22 

Patrick Ortiz, Jr.  - September 23 

Megan Wycoff  - September 23 

Austin Hegg  - September 24 

Wyatt Wagner  - September 26 

Janet Corriea  - September 28 

Christina Kraus  - September 29 

Nicolas Wycoff  - September 29 

Niema Brown  - September 30 

Church Directory Updates  

Pastor Lonnie Felcher  

(707) 570-7736 

 

Billy Katrenak  

(707) 623-2904 

Ray Roe 

63 Varda  

Rohnert Park, CA 

94928 

(707) 795-4915 

Itôs a Boy! 

John William DeDominicis 

Born 6/6/09 at 10:07 PM 

7lbs. 5 Oz.   

18.5 inches long 

Congratulations to proud parents: 

Katie and Matt DeDominicis 
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Financial Report  

Checking Account  

       Deposits        Payables  Difference < Shortfall > 
 

July 2009:     $ 12,798.70    $ 16,429.56  $  <3,630.86>  

(4 Sundays)  
 

Year To Date:    $11,791.21 ( Offerings designated General Fund only)  

(7/1/09 -7/31/09)  

MST Minutes  

   The following are hi -lights of the MST meeting dated 7.26.09.  The next MST  

    meeting will be on September 27th.  Please let David Anderson know if you have an 

    item for the agenda by September 13th.  

      Please Note:   The MST news is dependent upon the timing of the meeting and when 

    the Vine newsletter will go to print............because our last meeting was at the end of 

    the month of August, on Sunday, 8/30/09, the September newsletter had already gone 

    to print.  As a result you are receiving the hi -lights of the July MST meeting.   

   We will make every effort to include the current monthõs hi-lights as meetings 

allow, and remember, the recorded minutes are always available in binders in the Church Foyer for 

your review.  - - Your Servants in Christ, the MST  

 The meeting was opened with prayer and devotion from Pastor Lonnie Felcher.  

 Reading of the prior monthõs Minutes were amended as needed and approved. 

 The Treasurerõs report was presented. 

 The Pastorõs Report: 

 The lawn painting.  

 Update given regarding the Portable Building.  

 Sunday school was discussed.  

 Policies regarding small group Bible studies.  

 Praise Team Bible study/devotion.  

 Other Bible studies.  

 MST retreat.  

 New Visitor cards for Sunday Service.  

Chairmanõs Report: 

  Currently fixing offices, and also working on phone and computer lines.  

  Discussion to move MST meetings to Childrenõs church in future to save on electricity. 

 Youth Ministry Report:   

 Discussion regarding upcoming VBS.  

 Old Business Reported On:  

 Need to purchase folding machine.  

 Need to think about the MST term limits and filling positions  

 The meeting was closed with a prayer.  



Vacation Bible School  
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